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THE BIBLE AND SOCIAL ETHICS. 



The teaching of Jesus, with all its variety, has always been 

the standard of faith and conduct, the inspiration and guide, 

of the Christian church. Central within it are the 

Jesus as the d oc t r ine of the kingdom of God, the character of 
Source of , , . , „ . , , , , 

Social Ethics tne ^- in S< tne person 01 the Savior, the method of 

man's restoration and salvation, the principles of 
conduct, the duties of man, the hopes of the future. These 
germinal ideas have had a life and expansion, under the per- 
petual influence of the Holy Spirit, but today as never before 
should there be a return to the dominating principle of Chris- 
tianity : Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. 
To aid men in accomplishing this is the supreme and only legiti- 
mate end of theological schools, churches, Sunday schools ; but 
it is also the duty of families, public schools, libraries, municipal 
and national governments, armies, navies, industries, museums, 
colleges, and universities. 

"Salvation" may be called the end of all our endeavors, for 

Jesus came to seek and save the lost. Men are safe only as 

they are working for the kingdom of God, and not 

The Teaching for self. But salvation, as has been truly said, is 

of Social "not only the beginning of the new life, but also 

Ethics Involved , ... . , ... . 

in the Teach- completion ; not simply justification, acquittal 

inq of Jesus through faith, readjustment of our relations to God, 

but also sanctification, being made holy 

So that saving the lost means not simply passing out of death 

into life, but also the unfolding and perfecting of that life." 

323 
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Here is the grandest ideal ever offered to the human reason 
and imagination ; and here is the reconciliation of individual 
salvation, life, and perfection with the honor of God and the 
duties and interests of human society. The ideal of this divine 
dominion implies the perfection of each citizen, in body, soul, 
and spirit ; perfection of intellect, taste, disposition, character. 
Sin, selfishness, and ignorance are obstacles to be removed. 
Perfection in finite beings is relative and implies symmetrical 
growth in the good, the true, and the beautiful. The idea of the 
kingdom of God is absolutely comprehensive, and Christ cares 
for all the good of all men. The world needs no other leader, 
for fulness is in him. 

The church, therefore, is not a finality or an end ; it is, with 

all its apparatus of institutions and ministries, a divinely 

appointed means to promote the reign of God. Its 

THE Need Of ministry is a true " diaconate." Like its master, it 
Such Teaching . , . . , , . . ,, 

is " not to be ministered unto, but to minister. 

And, if this service is to be intelligent, the study of social 

obligations and duties, and of the methods of service required 

in each age and land, is logically demanded by any scheme of 

Christian education, from academy to theological school. 

And this which is logically involved in biblical teaching has 
been actually and historically a part, though sometimes a neg- 
lected part, of Christian teaching. There is a 

The Place of f ee linsr, somewhat current in certain church circles, 

Such Teaching 

in the Bible tr, at "sociology" is something absolutely new in 

the church, a novel invention of restless spirits, 
an intrusion into the curriculum of studies of the ministry. 
Nothing further from the fact can be conceived. This par- 
ticular designation, it is true, was started by an unbeliev- 
ing philosopher, but the discipline itself is ancient in the 
church. It would be incredible to suppose that so vast a field 
of Christian teaching and practice should have to wait for our 
generation to be cultivated. For the entire Bible is full of dis- 
cussions of the ends and means of social life. Genesis begins 
with a sublime picture of the created universe, and ascribes its 
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existence to God. That is the deepest truth known to man. 
All the physical sciences, from astronomy to biology, have reli- 
gious significance in their efforts to trace out in detail the con- 
tents of this revelation, and this is a justification of science in 
a Christian college. The Old Testament is a sketch of the 
origin of the human race and the history of a people. The law- 
codes of Moses regulated life in every detail. The prophetic 
books are crowded with discussions of domestic, industrial, 
political, and philanthropic relations and obligations. The 
teachings of Jesus and of the apostles are a mine of social ethics. 
In our Christian belief the Divine Father has made of one 
all nations of mankind, and governs them. Relationship to God 
is the only common bond. The kingdom of heaven is the goal 
of the race. To this supreme end all matter, force, life, art, 
science and invention, institutions, laws, governments, are auxili- 
ary and ministrant. Every counsel opposed to this divine pur- 
pose must come to naught ; all that works for it has divine help. 

Possessed thus of a thesaurus of invaluable material for 

teaching social ethics, every Christian teacher should seek with 

all earnestness to master the biblical history and 

The Opportu- jt s teachings. No matter how few his treatises 

NITY OF THE . , ,. . ., ~, . .. . . . , 

Minister upon social subjects, the Christian minister has in 

the Bible inspiration and counsel whenever he 
would approach the great principles governing human life. To 
master the teachings of Jeremiah and Amos and their fellow- 
prophets is to master fundamental social truths. To teach men 
to incorporate in business, laws, amusements, the teachings of 
Jesus is to teach them to live together in equity and love. How- 
ever foreign to our day may be some of the specific rules guiding 
the applications of these truths to conditions contemporary with 
the biblical writer, the truths themselves are eternal. For in the 
biblical teaching we find the germination, as in a nursery, of all 
the sound developments in later ages, and Jesus' promise of the 
guiding Spirit who shall lead into all truth and all duty awaits 
fulfilment in the heart of every disciple who seeks to bring these 
teachings into the fruition of a social kingdom of God. 



